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K-5 ELA Instructional Materials Review Work Group Meeting: Special Called 

Meeting via Webex 

Date: February 16, 2021 

Time 4:00PM 

Minutes:  Kathleen Romano 

Attendees:  Dr. Elizabeth Alves, Aimiee Arcand, Julie Cavasos, Hope Cliff, Patricia Cunningham, Kate 

Drilling, Colleen Fletcher, Catherine Garretson, Chelsea Geroy, Deborah Hermalyn, Holley Holland, Mary 

Jarrett, Ashley Johnson, Susan Jordan,  Julie Lorenzo, Diane Lynch, Heather McElroy, Terrie Mitev, Annie 

O’Donnell, Amy Pike , Dayna Prevost, Alison Schmerler, Tammy Simmons, Jennifer Sweeney 

  

Agenda 

1. Dr. Elizabeth Alves welcomed the group to the meeting and announced that this was a public 

meeting 

 

2. The purpose of the meeting is to review the Review Work Group’s ratings and clarify the 

recommendation for the publishers moving forward in the process 

 

3. Summary Recap of Review Work Group Meeting 1 held on 2/8: 

 On 2/8 we were not able to extract the Work Group’s scores recorded in EdCredible; 

District created a spreadsheet to record individual Work Group member’s scores for 

consolidation and discussion. 

 The deadline for submitting all scores in EdCredible was midnight on 2/7; EdCredible 

was locked after the deadline and only the scores entered by the deadline were 

considered during the 2/8 meeting. 

 During the 2/8 meeting, all committee members entered their scores on the District-

created spreadsheet. 

 Subsequent Review Work Group discussion and deliberation was based on the summary 

data included on the District-created spreadsheet. 

 

4. Following the 2/8 meeting, District staff doublechecked the scores in EdCredible with those on 

the spreadsheet; some inconsistencies were discovered and corrected.  As a result there was a 

scoring differential. 
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5. A chart was developed to highlight these inconsistencies; the chart was shared with the Work 

Group members and inconsistencies were reported line by line. 

 

6. Work Group members were invited to respond if they had any concerns about the scoring 

adjustments Dr. Alves reported her desire to ensure everyone was comfortable with the 

adjustments that had been made; everyone was invited to respond if they had any discrepancies 

to the changes made on the chart presented. 

 

7. All Review Work Group members responded that they were satisfied with the reported 

adjustments in scoring 

 

8. Dr. Alves reviewed the overall impact of the scoring adjustments: 

 These changes did not change the results of the two publishers (Amplify and Savaas) 

that were eliminated based on non-negotiable scores 

 At the end of the first meeting, Great Minds and HMH had finished with highest scores 

 After reviewing the adjustments, HMH had the highest score; Benchmark finished 

second; Great Minds had the third highest score 

 

9. Discussion was opened up to discuss the implications of these changes; Dr. Alves requested the 

group give feedback 

 

10. The group’s consensus was to move all three publishers forward; no one attending this meeting 

was opposed to this decision 

 

11. Great Minds, HMH and Benchmark will be notified of the results on 2/17/21 and invited to 

present at the next meeting on February 23, 2021  

 

12. Additionally, all three publishers will be requested to send review materials to elementary 

schools no later than 2/24/21; information will be sent to teachers and principals with request 

for their feedback 

 

13. During final meeting, considerations of cost and state requirements will be included, along with 

teacher feedback 

 

14. Review Work Group members to submit any questions for publishers prior to publisher 

presentations 

 

15. Review Work Group members will engage in a second round of scoring prior to final meeting 

scheduled on March 8, 2021 
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16. As a final note, EdCredible has sent us an explanation of the discrepancies in scoring and are 

working on correcting the issue. 

 

17. Dr. Alves closed the meeting with an expression of gratitude for the Work Group’s work and 

commitment to this project.  

 

18. Meeting adjourned 4:50PM 

 


